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Mission The joint missions of the Boyne Research
Institute comprise research and education. Our
research mission is to help understand the causes and
consequences of diseases during childhood, and to
identify the barriers to care for women with breast
cancer. Our current projects include studies into the
long-term complications of cancer in adults who had
cancer during childhood or adolescence, and a new
collaboration with the oncology unit at Our Lady of
Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, to investigate the barriers
to care for women undergoing treatment for breast
cancer. Our educational mandate is to provide
research experiences for young people from the
community, training for junior scientists in Drogheda,
and expert advice for colleagues in Europe
participating in PanCare.

Objective

While retaining our present structure
of independence and our community base, we are
committed to becoming a world-class research
institute. We aim to achieve this by expanding
partnerships in Ireland, in Europe and in the United
States to complement our capabilities.

Website: For more information on the research
approach, newsletters, publications, presentations and
results
of
our
studies
please
visit
www.boyneresearch.ie.
Reprints and reports of BRI studies are available from
admin@boyneresearch.ie.

From the CEO…
We are immensely grateful to all who have supported Boyne
Research Institute, in many different ways, over its 23 years
of existence. We once again had a very successful Summer
Student Programme. We established new relationships in
Ireland and Europe and these will lead into new research
partnerships.
Our European collaborations continue to grow. PanCareLIFE
held two consortium meetings in Mainz, Germany. The Boyne
Research Institute continues as Research Manager for this 5rd
year, €6 million project, which is now in its 3 year. Our first
th
EU-funded consortium, PanCareSurFup, now in its 6 year,
met in May and September. The PanCareSurFup project has
been extended by one year. PanCare, the umbrella for these
two consortia had two successful meetings in 2015. The
Spring 2015 PanCare meeting was held in Dublin and was
organised jointly by the Boyne Research Institute and the
advocacy group, CanCare4Living (CC4L).
The Boyne Research Institute has been liaising with the
Oncology Unit of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda on
a new project looking at barriers to care for breast cancer
patients. This is a follow-on from the 2014 paper:
Socioeconomic Disparity in Survival after Breast Cancer in Ireland:
Observational Study. Copies are available from the office.

More details on the activities of the Boyne Research Institute
can be found within the most recent edition of the semiannual newsletter:
http://www.boyneresearch.ie/resources/Newsletter_Aug_20
15.pdf .
I am grateful to the staff, volunteers and board members for
their support and good will throughout the year. Support
from the local community and from friends and foundations
in the United States continues to be crucial. Many blessings
on you all.

Dr. Julianne Byrne, CEO
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH RESULTS FOR 2015

1. SURVIVORSHIP AFTER CHILDHOOD CANCER: PANCARE: A EUROPEAN NETWORK TO

PROMOTE OPTIMAL LONG-TERM CARE
Hjorth L, Haupt R, Skinner R, Grabow D, Byrne J, Karner S, Levitt G, Michel G, van der Pal H, Bárdi E, Beck J, de Vathaire F, Essig s,
Frey E, Garwicz S, Hawkins M, Jakab Z, Jankovic M, Kazanowska B, Kepak T, Kremer L, Lackner H, Sugden E, Terenziani M, Zadravec
Zaletel L, Kaatsch P; PanCare Network. European Journal of Cancer 2015; 51: 1203-1211

Survival after childhood cancer has improved substantially over recent decades. It is estimated that there
are between 300,000 and 500,000 childhood cancer survivors in Europe. However, research has shown that
the majority will suffer adverse health outcomes and premature mortality compared to the general
population. Long-term effects must be considered, particularly when addressing complex multimodality
treatments, and taking into account the interaction between aspects of treatment and genotype. The need
for a structured long-term follow-up system after childhood cancer has been recognised for some time and
strategies for implementation have been developed across Europe. Since its first meeting in Lund in 2008,
the goal of the PanCare Network has been to coordinate and implement these strategies to ensure that
every European survivor of childhood and adolescent cancer receives optimal long-term care. This paper
outlines the structure and work of the PanCare Network, including the results of several European surveys,
the start of PanCareSurFup and PanCareLIFE, and the interactions with relevant stakeholders and related
projects.
2. CHILDHOOD CANCER SURVIVOR COHORTS IN EUROPE
Winther J, Kenborg L, Byrne J, Hjorth L, Kaatsch P, Kremer L, Kuehni C, Auquier P, Michel G, de Vathaire F, Haupt R, Skinner R,
Madanat-Harjuoja L, Tryggvadottir L, Wesenberg F, Reulen R, Grabow D, Ronckers C, van Dulmen-den Broeder E, van den HeuvelEibrink M, Schindler M, Berbis J, Holmqvist A, Gudmundsdottir T, de Fine Licht S, Bonnesen T, Asdahl P, Bautz A, Kristoffersen A,
Himmerslev L, Hasle H, Olsen J, Hawkins M. Acta Oncologica, 2015; 54: 655-668

The growing number of childhood cancer survivors (over 80% in developed European countries) has raised
the necessity for knowledge concerning the risks of adverse long-term effects of the treatments they
received, in order to provide optimal screening and care, and to identify and provide adequate
interventions. Around Europe many large national childhood cancer cohort studies were set up to study
late effects in individuals treated for childhood cancer. The establishment of the PanCareSurFup and
PanCareLIFE consortia extended these national studies into a larger pan-European context. This paper
presents an overview of the current large, national and pan-European studies of late effects after childhood
cancer. This overview will highlight the strong co-operation across Europe, in particular the EU-funded
collaborative research projects PanCareSurFup and PanCareLIFE. The overall goal of these large cohort
studies is to provide every European childhood cancer survivor with better care and better long-term health
so that they reach their full potential, and to the degree possible, enjoy the same quality of life and
opportunities as their peers.
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2015 Activities
1. PanCare (www.pancare.eu):
The Boyne Research Institute is a founding member of PanCare. Dr. Byrne continues
to serve as a member of the board of PanCare, and as Hon. Treasurer. The fifteenth
meeting of PanCare (www.pancare.eu) was held at the Alexander Hotel, Dublin from
27th to 29th May 2015. Survivors, parents and professionals attended the conference
to press for more services to enable survivors to improve their quality of life. Fergus
O’Dowd, TD for County Louth, opened the meeting with a welcome speech. Co-hosts
were the Boyne Research Institute and CanCare4Living, (www.cancare4living.ie) an organisation promoting
long-term follow-up care for survivors of
childhood and adolescent cancer in Ireland,
represented by its founders Patricia
McColgan and Garry Owens. The conference
welcomed over 110 delegates from 13
countries. More than 40 speakers covered a
breadth of topics associated with survivors
from various countries. Themes included
the involvement of survivors and parents in
care provision, flexibility in the approach to
developing services, PanCare’s contribution
to raising government awareness and the
Garry Owens, Patricia McColgan, Julianne Byrne, Fergus
continuing issue of survivors’ passports. The
O’Dowd and Lars Hjorth at the opening of the PanCare
social side included a dinner at the Dining
Dublin meeting
Hall in Trinity College. One of the highlights
included traditional Irish music and dancing
which was a big hit with our visitors. For their generous support of the PanCare Dublin meeting we thank
the following: Abbey Conference & Events, Irish Cancer Society, Perrigo Ireland, Servier (Ireland) Industries,
The Children's Medical & Research Foundation, Total Produce, Paul & Gill Gardner, Eileen McGurrell,
William Fry Solicitors, FMC BioPolymer, Fáilte Ireland, PanCare and anonymous donors.
Fifteenth PanCare Meeting, Dublin, Ireland
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2.

PanCareSurFup (PanCare Childhood and Adolescent Cancer Survivor Care and Follow-Up Studies,
www.pancaresurfup.eu):
Dr. Byrne continues her work as Research Liaison in this consortium.
Ms. Niamh Corbett started working as a research assistant in
February 2015, chiefly on the organisation of the PanCareSurFup
European meeting in Brussels, 23-24 May 2016. The PanCareSurFup
consortium held meetings in Dublin in May and in Vienna in
September (www.pancaresurfup.eu). At the May meeting in Dublin there were continuing updates of
data collection and each Work Package leader gave a presentation on their progress to date. Dr.
Julianne Byrne gave a presentation about the forthcoming PanCareSurFup European Conference to be
held from 23rd to 24th May 2016 in the Thon Hotel EU in Brussels. There was a lively discussion on the
topics for the conference programme and the presenters.
Helena Linge gave a presentation outlining the steps that had taken place relating to the extension
application to the EU. The PanCareSurFup project has been given an extension of one year and will now
end on January 31st 2017. Planning for the PanCareSurFup European Conference continued in Vienna. A
working group was formed to develop a stimulating Conference Programme which will engage all
participants and lead to lively round table discussions at the conference. Fundraising for the
conference is now underway with members of PCSF contacting their local organisations for assistance.
The PCSF Vienna General Assembly also gave Work Package Leaders the opportunity to present
additional updates on their progress. The Ethical and Scientific Advisory Board acknowledged the
progress that has been made in the PCSF project and the communication that is demonstrated between
work package leaders and data providers. The next PCSF General Assembly will take place in Lisbon on
April 19th and 20th 2016.
PanCareSurFup GA, Vienna, Austria.
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3. PanCareLIFE (PanCare Studies in Fertility and Ototoxicity to Improve Quality of Life after Cancer
during Childhood, Adolescence and Young Adulthood www.pancarelife.eu):
Dr. Byrne continues to provide support and management expertise to the
PanCareLIFE project as the Research Manager, ably assisted by Helen Campbell of
BRI. The PanCareLIFE consortium completed two further successful consortium
meetings (five to date) in Mainz, Germany on the 18th-19th May and 5th–6th
November 2015 (www.pancarelife.eu). Data providers gave an update on progress
and data collection is commencing. Members of the Ethics Advisory Board gave talks
and additional ethics issues were identified. Dr. Byrne and Ms Campbell travelled to
Mainz for further meetings of the PanCareLIFE management team in January, April,
July and October 2015. An additional consortium meeting focussing on the data
providers to PanCareLIFE is planned in Amsterdam on 19th and 20th February 2016. The next PCL
General Assembly meetings will take place in Mainz, Germany on April 6th and 7th 2016 and in Drogheda
on October 17th and 18th 2016.

PanCareLIFE GA, Mainz, Germany, May 2015.
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4. Barriers to Care for Breast Cancer
Our earlier (2014) paper reported that Irish women from deprived areas are 33% more likely to die
from breast cancer than women from more advantaged areas (Socioeconomic Disparity in Survival
after Breast Cancer in Ireland: Observational Study, Walsh et al, PLOSOne, v9, Issue 11, Nov 2014). In
order to follow-up on this observation, and to dig a little deeper into how women from disadvantaged
backgrounds deal with cancer, the Boyne Research Institute, in collaboration with the staff from the
Oncology unit of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, is carrying out a series of qualitative
interviews with women who are currently in treatment for breast cancer in Drogheda. The objective is
to identify a series of situations, or barriers, that impact on care for breast cancer. By the end of 2015,
six women from deprived backgrounds had been by BRI and OLOL staff. This qualitative study will
continue in 2016.
5. CanCare4Living
The PanCare Network’s semi-annual meeting in Dublin highlighted the new
Irish association for long-term survivors of childhood cancer CC4L. A separate
meeting of parents and survivors in Dublin, also in May, raised issues relating
to employment, self-esteem and long-term specialist care. These issues were
raised again by visitors to the CC4L stand at the Irish Cancer Society's
September Living with Cancer conference in the Aviva Stadium. Organisationally CC4L is engaged in
increasing membership, formalising an advisory council, registering with the Charities Regulator, with
Revenue, and the Irish Cancer Society. The two leaders of CC4L, Garry Owens and Patricia McColgan,
continue to provide valuable support and advice as board member of the Boyne Research Institute.
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Summer Student Programme
Each year the Boyne Research Institute provides an
opportunity for two Leaving Certificate students from
Drogheda schools to spend 6 weeks conducting research in its
offices. Now in its 21st year, the summer student programme
culminated in the annual reception on Thursday 13th August.
In attendance was Louth County Councillor, Oliver Tully. The
centrepiece of the reception was a presentation by this year’s
two summer students – Amina Moustafa and Luisa Saborío.
Both students provided a clear and succinct overview of two
research topics related to upcoming projects of the Boyne
Research Institute.

Amina Mustafa
“I completed my Leaving Certificate at Our Lady’s College,
Greenhills
this summer and I’m hoping that in September I will
Summer Student presentation 2015: L-R Amina
Moustafa, Our Lady's College, Greenhills; Dr
be studying General Science or Human Health and Disease in
Julianne Byrne, CEO of Boyne Research Institute,
Dublin. I am excited to work with Boyne
Luisa Saborío, Drogheda Grammar School and Mr
Research Institute as I have a passion for
Oliver Tully, Louth County Councillor
science and as a child I was always
curious about how the world works. In the future, I plan to study cancer in depth and
hopefully help to discover something that will benefit the world we live in. This
programme is very interesting, I find myself learning something new every day and
developing new skills that will help me in the coming years. The title of my project is
‘Breast cancer and care for patients.’”

Luisa Saborío
“I graduated from Drogheda Grammar School having completed my Leaving Certificate. As a child I always
had an interest in how things worked and when I moved from Honduras to Ireland I had a chance to further
explore this passion for science. I hope to study General Science in Maynooth or Psychology through
Science. Working at BRI has been a one of a kind experience and I feel I have learned many new skills that
will be helpful in my future scientific career. My project is entitled ‘Late effects of
childhood cancer treatment on oral-dental health.’”

After their Leaving Certificate results in August, Amina was offered Science in Trinity
College, Dublin and Luisa was offered Psychology through Science in National
University of Ireland, Maynooth.
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Guest Speakers at Summer Student Programme
During the Summer Student Programme the students had the opportunity to listen to some fascinating
guest speakers. The topic of their programme was ‘How the World Works’.
The first speaker was Ann Kelleher, an academic, who raised questions about boundaries, institutions,
power and the role of geography in how the world works. Dr. Kelleher pointed out that institutions and
states make the world work in one way, while individuals make the world work in many different ways.
The second speaker was Gerry Loughran, who gave us his perspective on the life of a journalist, with many
stories about how the world works, including his experience as a hostage in the Middle East.
The message that the students took with them was to be open minded and take a step back to think before
we react in the world around us. All of the invited speakers had interesting stories and ways to view the
world, it was refreshing to be reminded of the inexhaustible variety of life and how the world, like a clock,
has many different parts that make it work.
We thank all our guest speakers for giving of their time and sharing their stories with us.

Gerry Loughran, Journalist & Guest Speaker
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STAFF & VOLUNTEERS
The Boyne Research Institute welcomed Ms. Niamh Corbett as a research assistant in February 2015 to assist with the
final PanCareSurFup European conference to be held in Brussels in May 2016. Other staff members consisted of the
CEO, Dr. Julianne Byrne, assisted by research administrator Rebecca Lawler and research assistant Helen Campbell.
Rosaire Kelly is now retiring from four years of volunteer service with the Boyne Research Institute. Dr. Byrne and the
members of the board would like to for the valuable support she has provided to the Boyne Research Institute. We
wish her all the best for the future.

MEETINGS & PRESENTATIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

PanCare Meetings in 2015: Spring meeting in Dublin, Ireland, 27-29 May; Autumn meeting in Vienna, Austria,
23-25 September.
PanCareSurFup Meetings in 2015: Spring meeting in Dublin, Ireland, 26-27 May; Autumn meeting in Vienna,
Austria, 22-23 September.
PanCareLIFE Meetings in 2015: Consortium meetings in Mainz, Germany, 18-19 May and 5-6 November.
International Conference on Long-term Complications of Treatment of Children and Adolescents for Cancer:
11-13 June 2015, Arlington, VA, USA

COLLABORATIONS
For a number of years, the Boyne Research Institute has participated in national and international collaborations, in
areas covering developmental problems resulting in birth defects and cancer during childhood. At present, we are
involved in collaborative research with research teams in Ireland and Europe.
 Dr. Lars Hjorth, University of Lund, Sweden (chairman, PanCare & coordinator, PanCareSurFup)
 Dr. Peter Kaatsch, University of Mainz, Germany (coordinator, PanCareLIFE)
 Prof. Bryan Hennessy, Oncology Unit, Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, Co. Louth, Ireland

GOVERNANCE OF THE BOYNE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, 2015

Mr. Patrick Morris
(Chairperson)

Mr. Garry Owens
(Secretary)

Dr. Carlos McDowell

Mr Gerry Fitzgerald

Ms Patricia McColgan

We are grateful to those members of our Board of Trustees who give freely of their time and energy to help advance
the mission of the Boyne Research Institute. The Board of Trustees meets quarterly.
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