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Mission
The joint missions of the Boyne
Research Institute comprise research and education.
Our research mission is to help understand the causes
and consequences of diseases during childhood. Our
current projects include studies into the causes of
cancer, and the long-term complications of cancer in
adults who had cancer during childhood or
adolescence. Our educational mandate is to provide
research experiences for young people from the
community, training for junior scientists in Drogheda,
and expert advice for colleagues in Europe
participating in PanCare.
Objective
While retaining our present structure
of independence and our community base, we are
committed to becoming a world-class research
institute. We aim to achieve this by expanding
partnerships in Ireland, in Europe and in the United
States to complement our capabilities.

Website: For more information on the research
approach, newsletters, publications, presentations and
results
of
our
studies
please
visit
www.boyneresearch.ie.
Reprints and reports of BRI studies are available from
admin@boyneresearch.ie.

From the Director
nd

Now in its 22 year the work of the Boyne Research Institute
continues to grow and change. We are immensely grateful to
all who have provided support in many different ways during
these years. We had a very successful Summer Student
Programme in 2014. We established new relationships in
Ireland and Europe that will expand into new research
collaborations.
Our European collaborations continue to grow. PanCareLIFE,
our latest EU funded project, held consortium meetings in
Mainz, Germany. The Boyne Research Institute serves as
Research Manager for this 5-year, €6 million project, which is
nd
now in its 2 year. Ms Helen Campbell was appointed to
assist Dr Byrne with this project. Our first EU-funded
th
consortium, PanCareSurFup, now in its 4 of 5 years, met in
May and October. PanCare, the umbrella for these two
consortia had two successful meetings in 2014. Plans are
underway for the Spring 2015 meeting to be held in Dublin
organised jointly by the Boyne Research Institute and a new
Irish advocacy group, CanCare4Living (CC4L).
The Boyne Research Institute helped parents of childhood
cancer survivors to get CC4L off the ground. CC4L held its
inaugural meeting in the Mansion House, Dublin in October.
More details on the activities of the Boyne Research Institute
can be found within the newsletters:
http://www.boyneresearch.ie/resources/Newsletter_August
_2014.pdf
http://www.boyneresearch.ie/resources/Newsletter_FEB_20
15_FINAL.pdf
I am grateful to the staff, volunteers and board members for
their support and good will throughout the year. Support
from the local community and from friends and foundations
in the United States continues to be crucial. Many blessings
on you all.

Julianne Byrne, CEO
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH RESULTS FOR 2014
1. PRACTICES OF PEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY AND HEMATOLOGY PROVIDERS REGARDING

FERTILITY ISSUES: A EUROPEAN SURVEY
Terenziani M, Spinelli M, Jankovic M, Bardi E, Hjorth L, Haupt R, Michel G, Byrne J; PanCare Network. Pediatr Blood Cancer. 2014
Nov;61(11):2054-8. doi: 10.1002/pbc.25163

Overall Objective: To assess the usual practices of fertility preservation of pediatric onco-hematology
institutions across Europe so that recommendations regarding fertility preservation, based on scientific
evidence, can be developed. A survey of 21 questions was sent to 198 institutions across Europe.
Results: 68 of the 198 institutions surveyed (response rate 34.3%) responded. Pre-treatment fertility
counseling was offered by 64 institutions. Counseling was done by a pediatric onco-hematologist in 52%
(33/64) and in 32% (20/64) by a team. The majority of institutions (53%) lacked recommendations for
fertility preservation. All 64 centers offered sperm banking; eight offered testicular tissue cryopreservation
for pre-pubertal males. For females, the possibility of preserving ovarian tissue was offered by 40
institutions.
Conclusions: There is a high level of interest in fertility preservation among European centers responding to
our survey. However, while most recommended sperm cryopreservation, many also recommended
technologies whose efficacy has not been shown. There is an urgent need for evidence-based European
recommendations for fertility preservation to help survivors deal with the stressful topic of fertility.
2.

SOCIOECONOMIC DISPARITY IN SURVIVAL AFTER BREAST CANCER IN IRELAND:
OBSERVATIONAL STUDY

Walsh PM, Byrne J, Kelly M, McDevitt J, Comber H (2014) Socioeconomic Disparity in Survival after Breast Cancer in Ireland:
Observational Study. PLoS ONE 9(11): e111729. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0111729

Overall Objective: To evaluate data from the Irish National Cancer Registry in order to assess the way that
living in an area of relative socioeconomic deprivation influenced survival after breast cancer, compared to
living in more advantaged areas.
Results: Based on 21356 patients diagnosed between 1999 and 2008, five-year survival averaged 80% in the
least deprived and 75% in the most deprived stratum. Mortality risk was 33% higher in the most deprived
group. The most deprived groups were more likely to present with advanced stage, high grade or hormone
receptor-negative cancer, and less likely to have breast-conserving surgery. The available data on patient,
tumour and treatment factors could account for only about half of the survival disparity. Survival disparity
did not diminish over time, compared with the period 1994–1998. Persistent survival disparities among Irish
breast cancer patients suggest unequal use of, or access to, services. This highlights the need for further
research to understand and remove the behavioural or other barriers involved.
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2014 Activities
1. PanCare (www.pancare.eu):
The Boyne Research Institute is a founder member of PanCare. Dr. Byrne
continues to serve as a member of the board of PanCare, and as Hon.
Treasurer. Highlights from the thirteenth meeting in Wroclaw, Poland in May
included a number of excellent presentations on late effects from Polish and
UK colleagues. The Polish presentations included a film about bone marrow
transplant survivors climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro; UK presentations were from
PhD students in Birmingham who carried out preliminary analyses of data from PanCareSurFup.
The fourteenth meeting was held in Lucerne, Switzerland in October. Our Swiss colleagues gave
presentations on their Childhood Cancer Registry and Childhood Cancer Survivor (CCS) Study.
Survivorship passports, which will be used to inform and empower survivors, were highlighted by
both the Swiss and ENCCA representatives.

2014Thirteenth PanCare Meeting, Wroclaw, Poland
2014

Fourteenth PanCare Meeting, Lucerne, Switzerland

Poland 2014
2.

PanCareSurFup (PanCare Childhood and Adolescent Cancer Survivor Care and Follow-Up Studies,
www.pancaresurfup.eu):
Dr Byrne is Research Liaison in this consortium, serves on
the Publications Committee and is a member of the
Executive Board. The PanCareSurFup consortium had their
semi-annual meeting in Lucerne in September
(www.pancaresurfup.eu). Data collection is continuing,
guideline development is proceeding and the dissemination groups are working hard. Dr. Byrne
contributed a report from the PLAIN working group on work translating into everyday English the
PCSF guidelines as they are published. Boyne Research Institute continued its involvement of
coordinating the translation of the shortened version of the English PanCareSurFup brochure into
different European languages. Brochures in Czech and Hungarian have been produced. To
view/download these brochures visit our website at:
http://www.boyneresearch.ie/brochures.html.
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3. PanCareLIFE (PanCare Studies in Fertility and Ototoxicity to Improve Quality of Life after Cancer
during Childhood, Adolescence and Young Adulthood www.pancarelife.eu):
Ms. Helen Campbell was appointed as Research Assistant in March 2014. She will
assist Dr Byrne by providing support and management expertise to the PanCareLIFE
project. The PanCare LIFE consortium completed their third successful consortium
meeting in Mainz, Germany on the 29th – 30th October 2014 (www.pancarelife.eu).
Representatives from all work packages, data providers and survivor organisations
attended. Highlights included progress updates and discussions on ethical issues
with the PanCareLIFE ethics advisory board. Dr. Byrne and Ms Campbell travelled to
Mainz for two further meetings of the PanCareLIFE management team in October
and January 2015.

PanCareLife consortium in Mainz, Germany on the 16th – 18th June 2014

4. PanCare Meeting, Dublin, May 2015
Boyne Research Institute and co-founders of the new survivor/parent organisation
CanCare4Living (www.cancare4living.ie), Patricia McColgan and Garry Owens, are jointly
organising the PanCare Dublin meeting which will take place in May 2015. Plans are well
underway and the meeting will be held in the Alexander Hotel, Dublin from the 27th – 29th
May 2015. It is expected that there will be around 100 delegates from all across Europe in
attendance.

BRI Annual Report, 2014

Page 5

5. CanCare4Living
A new advocacy group called CanCare4Living (www.cancare4living.ie), has
been founded by Patricia McColgan and Garry Owens, two parents of
childhood/adolescent cancer survivors. Ms McColgan and Mr Owens met at
an open evening of The Boyne Research Institute in 2013, where the idea for
CanCare4Living (CC4L) first took shape. The Boyne Research Institute
assisted CanCare4Living (CC4L) with its inaugural meeting, which was held in the Mansion House in
Dublin on Tuesday, 21st October 2014.
The remit of the new organisation is to promote long-term follow-up care for survivors of childhood
and teenage cancers in Ireland. CC4L will help to raise awareness of the side-effects and establish a
community of people who can help survivors live their lives to their full potential. Dr Julianne Byrne of
the Boyne Research Institute has joined the Advisory Board of CC4L.

(L-R) Patricia McColgan, Dr Julianne Byrne & Garry Owens
at the Inaugural Meeting of CC4L in the Mansion House,
Dublin
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Summer Student
Programme 2014

Summer Students 2014 (L-R) Aisling Molloy, Our Lady’s College, Greenhills;
Emily Crilly, St Louis Secondary School, Dundalk; Dr Julianne Byrne, CEO; and
Mr Oliver Tully, Cathaoirleach (Chairperson) of Louth County Council

Each year the Boyne Research Institute
offers a summer training programme to
two Leaving Certificate students in
Drogheda-area schools. This year 30
students applied and 14 were interviewed.
The calibre of candidates was excellent.
This year our students, Emily Crilly and
Aisling Molloy, chose for their projects two
areas that PanCareLIFE is researching –
ototoxicity (hearing problems) and fertility.
They presented their projects with a
formal Powerpoint presentation at a
reception for an invited audience of family,
friends, teachers and Board members.
Cathaoirleach (Chairperson) of Louth
County Council, Mr Oliver Tully, presented
the students with their certificates. This
year the reception was held on 7th of
August.

Emily Crilly
“I have just completed my Leaving Certificate and I’m hoping that next year I might be
studying either Medicine or Biomedical Engineering, however only time will tell! I have
learned so much here so far and I am excited to continue with this learning over the
coming weeks. My project title is ‘Ototoxicity in Childhood Cancer Survivors’ and a topic I
find thoroughly interesting. I get to spend time looking into things I wouldn’t have had any
knowledge of were it not for this programme. It’s a total change of scenery from my life
with horses, sport and music, and overall I’m finding the whole experience rather
enlightening!”

Aisling Molloy
“I am a past pupil of Our Lady’s College, Greenhills and have just completed my Leaving
Certificate. It was during my 6 years in Greenhills that my keen interest in science
developed. During Transition Year I participated in numerous science competitions including
the BT Young Scientist, Sentinus and the Intel Sci-fest competition. Next year, fingers
crossed, I will be studying either science with teaching in NUI Maynooth or primary school
teaching. Working here in the Boyne Research Institute has been an incredible experience.
Each day I am developing new skills and discovering new knowledge, especially in relation to
my project entitled “Fertility Preservation in Male Childhood Cancer Survivors”. Quite a
change from outside of work when I enjoy jogging, cycling, tennis and basketball.”

After their Leaving Certificate results in August, Emily was offered Medicine in the National University of Ireland,
Galway and Aisling was offered Primary School Teaching in St Patrick’s College, Dublin City University.
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BRI DONATIONS 2014
Dr Byrne thanked all our donors for their philanthropic donations to the Boyne Research Institute.

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS
The Boyne Research Institute welcomed Ms. Helen Campbell as a research assistant in March 2014. Ms Niamh Corbett
has been appointed to assist with the PanCareSurFup final conference. She will take up her post in early 2015. Other
staff members consisted of the CEO, Dr. Julianne Byrne, assisted by research administrator Rebecca Lawler. Rosaire
Kelly continues to provide valuable support for the Boyne Research Institute.

MEETINGS & PRESENTATIONS
1.
2.
3.

PanCare Meetings in 2014: Spring meeting in Wroclaw, Poland, 12-14 May; Autumn meeting in Lucerne,
Switzerland, 8-10 October.
PanCareSurFup: Spring meeting in Wroclaw, Poland, 15-16 May; Autumn meeting in Lucerne, Switzerland, 78 October.
PanCareLIFE: Consortium meetings in Mainz, Germany, 16-18 June and 29-30 October.

COLLABORATIONS
For a number of years, the Boyne Research Institute has participated in national and international collaborations, in
areas covering developmental problems resulting in birth defects and cancer during childhood. At present, we are
involved in collaborative research with research teams in Ireland and Europe.
 Dr Paul Walsh, Dr. Harry Comber, National Cancer Registry of Ireland, Cork, Ireland
 Dr. Lars Hjorth, University of Lund, Sweden (chairman, PanCare & coordinator, PanCareSurFup)
 Dr Peter Kaatsch, University of Mainz, Germany (coordinator, PanCareLIFE)

GOVERNANCE OF THE BOYNE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, 2014

Dr. Carlos McDowell
(Chairperson)

Mr. Gerry Fitzgerald
(Secretary)

Mr. Patrick Morris

Mr Garry Owens

Ms Patricia McColgan

In 2014 we were delighted to welcome Ms Patricia McColgan and Mr Garry Owens to the Board of Trustees. We are
grateful to those members of our Board of Trustees who give freely of their time and energy to help advance the
mission of the Boyne Research Institute. The Board of Trustees meets quarterly.
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